EDITORIAL                                        No.  62              January/February   2006 

You’ll have noticed a trend in our Magazine over recent months. There are many organisations and charities latching on to the fact that Parish Magazines reach a very captive and attentive audience and, in the belief that parishioners have to pay to receive their copies, have no hesitation in sending considerable amounts of potential input. And with the additional trend of trying to raise money by running their own version of a lottery, you have to make the choice as to who you are prepared to support. I have tried to be fair to everyone by including their details where I can for all those who contact me with information. 

I would dearly love more people to send in letters or articles, whether controversial or otherwise, to keep our Magazine as interesting as possible to residents, especially from those organisations within the village who currently insist on remaining anonymous. 

Kites rise highest against the wind, not with it.
THE SWIMMING POOL EPIC

Looking through a local newspaper of 1932, which a friend had kept for a report of a relative’s untimely death, I came across the deliberations of the Cullompton councillors, who passed a resolution to create a swimming club, presumably in the hope that a pool would soon follow to house it. Seventy odd years later, that aspiration is still unfulfilled. 

The more favoured Tiverton has had three in the same timescale. Assessing their current version, is Cullompton so disadvantaged? Here we have a pool which is too shallow for synchronized swimming and water polo, lacks a diving tower and fails to cater for nervous learners. The bar alongside the pool which helped such people has been replaced with a water-covered edge which offers no grip and the steps which once helped to launch them into the water have been recessed. In addition to the usual modern ‘DON’T’ notices – no running, pushing, petting (a personal favourite), gymnastics, etc., there is another here directing swimmers to go up one lane and down the next, following the bottom of the swimmer in front.  

Go thirty miles to Bridgwater, however and one sees what might have been. A gently shelving ‘beach’ style entry, interspersed with waterspouts erupting randomly, a wave machine activated regularly, a tidal race which spins the swimmers around, two flumes of varying difficulty shooting the customers down from on high – all in an adventurous environment, which accounts for the queues waiting to get in on public and school holidays.

Why the difference? The Chief Executive of Mid Devon said what a magnificent

facility, when the Tiverton pool was opened.  He did not mean for the swimmers

but for the frugality of the council. Firstly, the Bridgwater activities require a high level of attendant supervision and thus a higher cost than the antiseptic rectangle in Tiverton. Secondly, the oppressive rules are designed to avoid any possibility of injury and thus any risk of compensation claims. Joy to the bureaucrat’s heart.

You pays your money and you takes your choice – or, in Cullompton’s case, you have no choice.                                                                                      Terry Allen

The greatest mistake a man can make is to be afraid of making one.
WILLAND ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION

Now that the winter frosts are here to do their job of cleaning the ground of many pests and diseases, it is a time to look at seed catalogues and make plans for next season. Our past summer was more regularly wet than last year, which has lead to a reduction in the volume of water lifted from the troughs on the field. On the basis of the sequence of depressions sweeping across us just now, it is hard to imagine that there is a genuine need for more water during summer.

This is also the time of year for our Annual General Meeting, which will be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on Monday 30th January. All members are urged to attend and use this opportunity to stand for the committee and also to make their views known on how they would like to see the allotment association progress.

May I take this opportunity to wish gardeners everywhere a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.                                                                       HORTICUS

It is so easy to be brave for someone else.
APPEALS

The Children in Need collection at Willand Service Station raised £2100.58 this year, whilst the Royal British Legion Appeal, organised by Mary O’Neill in the Willand area, raised 2004.62. Mary would like to thank all the villagers for their generous support and the street collectors for their help. After 32 years of fundraising (two as a collector and thirty as organiser), Mary has made the decision to retire. If anyone would like to take over the reins, please contact Mary on 01884 821170 and have a chat about what’s involved.

Wisdom comes with age but sometimes age comes alone.

WILLAND METHODIST CHURCH
I do a lot of driving and I am frequently harassed by other people driving too fast and coming up behind me with their lights blazing. It can be so easy to lose your temper.  There are many instances in life where people lose their temper and perhaps find it difficult to forgive and forget.

 

We could all learn such a lot from the lady who recently lost her son, as he was killed whilst doing no harm to anyone.  She forgave the guilty ones, saying that it is better to forgive than live your life being eaten away by hatred.  That is a remarkably brave thing to do. How many of us could be that brave.

 

Just to let you know that the Village Carol Service held on Sunday 4th December 2005 was a great success and raised over £200 for Water Aid.  A big thank you to everyone that helped and gave to such a worthwhile cause              Chris Brewitt

SHELTER BOXES

These have been very much in the news recently and I thought a little bit of information about them might encourage further interest. The Shelterbox Trust is organised and administered by the Rotary Club of Helston-Lizard, who purchase boxes and equipment as required. Complete boxes are assembled, numbered and held in store to be distributed as and when called for by recognised and established international aid agencies.

The box, which itself can be used for water, storage, baby’s cot, table, etc., contains a high quality ten person tunnel tent (which is divided into three compartments), ten high quality sleeping bags, a water carrier and enough water purification tablets to care for the inhabitants for six months. Then there’s a multi-fuel stove, cooking pots, plates, mugs and wooden cooking utensils. There’s also a trenching shovel and a basic tool kit (hammer, saw, pliers, etc.). All equipment is new and has been selected for its usefulness and quality for a long life once distributed. Best Value has been achieved by working closely with the U.K.’s leading suppliers, all items being obtained at less than trade prices. The cost of a complete Shelterbox is £490, which includes an amount towards travel costs.  Boxes are purchased as ‘donations’ are received, those of less than a complete box being used to purchase individual items towards a box.

If you would like more information, you can call the Shelterbox Trust at Helston on 01326 569782 or you can visit their website on www.shelterbox.org           Ed.
When it comes to giving, some stop at nothing.

WILLAND PARISH PLAN 2005

On Friday, November 4th, the Willand Parish Plan was launched at a meeting in the Village Hall which was attended by about fifty people. 
From the survey which was carried out in March 2005, the Parish Plan has identified the following themes of concern in the village and these are presented in the Parish Plan as follows:

TRANSPORT AND TRAVEL

The need to reduce speed of road traffic to increase safety to pedestrians and other road users, and in particular to increase safety for school children at arrival and going home times. The need to control on-road parking to reduce congestion and increase road safety, to improve the provision of safe walking paths for pedestrians and to develop cycle paths to Cullompton and Uffculme to ensure safe travel for cyclists of all ages

HEALTHCARE SERVICES

The need to improve the availability of appointments at Willand Doctors’ surgery

POLICING, CRIME AND ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

The adoption of a partnership approach to reducing anti-social behaviour and vandalism

COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

To prepare a comprehensive development plan for the recreation field. To develop a ‘Welcome to Willand’ pack for all new residents and extend the village website. The need to introduce a wider range of social activities including the improved frequency and size of Luncheon Club opportunities and for better kitchen facilities and sound system in the village hall.

HOUSING NEEDS 

The need to develop a sufficient stock of affordable homes for local people to either rent or buy with adequate parking provision

ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

To develop both additional facilities and activities for children and young people and increased opportunities for childcare in the village. 

VOLUNTEERING

To encourage volunteering to help with youth and community facilities

ENVIRONMENT

To establish a community recycling centre which incorporates glass, clothes, tins/cans, paper, cardboard and plastic and install additional post boxes.

If you would be interested in seeing more details of the Parish Plan it is hoped to make it available on the Willand Website or you can contact the Parish Clerk for a copy.  The Parish Council have met since the meeting and discussed the detail of the plan and are already addressing many of the areas of concern raised within the community. A meeting is to be arranged shortly with officers of Devon County Council, Mid Devon District Council, PC Davies, County Councillor Radford and the Parish Council to act on the information gathered.     Sue Turner
CAMEO

The Coffee Morning in October was a marvellous success, with proceeds from 11 stalls, raffles, auction and donations raising £673.  At our November meeting, the cheque was handed to the Marie Curie Cancer Care Centre, Tiverton, represented by Natalie Weaving, who thanked the members for their efforts and this was endorsed by our Chairman, Dianne Batchelor.  A special vote of thanks was made to Betty Penberthy and Jo Hudson, who produced the CAMEO booklet ‘Tales, Tips & Titbits’. The first edition sold out!!

Our speaker that evening, Lt. Col. John Pentreath from the British Legion, gave us an insight of the ex-service men and women and their families who had fallen on very bad times, with a screen showing of First World War veterans begging in the streets, which triggered the start of the Legion in 1921. He related some of the tragedies, psychological and physical, in which he had personally been involved. The organisation takes only 3% of all the money collected for the running costs. A cheery note ended his talk; in 2004 Willand raised a co-incidental £2004 for them. 

The December meeting opened on a very sad note with the announcement of the death of a very popular and talented member, Phyl Pearce. A minute’s silence was held in her memory and she will be sadly missed by many. The speaker, Mr. Harry Colclough, gave us an interesting talk and a screen showing of his favourite hobby, flowers that he grew from seeds and corms. The hall was filled with the glowing colours of roses, mesembryanthemums, petunias, fuschias and dahlias, with which he had won many prizes at shows throughout the country. There were fascinating shots of beautiful scenery in Devon, together with close-ups of birds and animals. He has patience – he waited almost an hour to photograph a dormouse who gazed straight back into his lens.

Mary Tebbey has recently led the CAMEO ramblers on three circular walks, at Clayhidon, the old railway line at Tiverton and Killerton.  The skittlers recently had a fun evening at The Merry Harriers, Wescott, with Jean Spiers the overall winner. A friendly match is being arranged with the Plymtree team after Christmas.

We welcomed new members Chris Bird, Tricia Butt and Kay Morris. Our membership is now full but visitors for an evening are most welcome. On the business side, a reminder from our Treasurer, Gill Hayhoe, that fees for 2006 will be £8, due to ever increasing costs. An American supper was voted for by members for the same reason to follow our A.G.M. in February.

The Willand Art Group will be displaying their sale of work at the Church Hall on 10th December and we are looking forward to our Christmas dinner at Verbeer Manor on 6th December – but whilst they are in the past now, we wish you all a Happy and Peaceful New Year.                                                              Jo Hudson
Nothing will ever be attempted if all objections 

must first be overcome.

THE PARK STREET YEARS – continued.

We must have been about 9 when it was the Coronation. We were all given a bible at school, very posh, with pictures. Mine’s still like new – is yours? There was a prize for the best decorated house and I remember Mum wouldn’t have anything to do with “that silly nonsense” and wouldn’t let us have even the smallest Union Jack. Your mother must have felt the same, to my relief, and then she gave in and hung a decorated mat out of the bedroom window. Your Aunt Tilly won, deservedly so, her house was a riot of flags and bunting. I remember the envy. We must have been very patriotic back then, making a circle round the flag in the playground on May 24th, Empire Day, and saluting.
After our first day ever at school, I don't think our mothers took us again, there were always older children or relatives we could tag along with.  Remember the Dibbles?  They were always first, neat as new pins and the cry would go up, “Hurry up, the Dibbles have gone”.  Remember nits and warts and impetigo? And the threat of Mr Blamey, the School Attendance Officer, who called if we were missing for more than a couple of days?
When Mrs Scarisbrook left, do you remember Mrs. Kant? She was only at Willand for about a year but was a true teacher and made lessons seem fun. She had a pretty daughter and she made each of the girls in our class a needle case. Do you know, I still have mine, mainly because it was saved by my mother. Then Miss Hayman took her place.  “My name is Miss Hayman – H. A. Y. M. A. N, and if you wonder why I am Miss, it is because any husband I might have had was killed in the Great War.” How right she was and without doubt, one of so many.

Then there was knitting (I think the boys did something a bit more interesting). I know you were good at that and I was useless. I sat at the back with two broken needles for weeks, dreading being found out. Then I was, of course, and Margaret Clist,  who was a  dab  hand  at  knitting, finished whatever it was. I think it was a 

matinee jacket, which started white and finished greyish.

Remember the carnivals?  Willand  was  agitating  for a  playing  field and Harold 

Saunders got up a tableau. The younger ones were sat on it and we were so envious. But then I remember the following year we WERE in it as part of the Brownies tableau. I can’t remember what we were supposed to do but we got a third prize – for the horse.  

The concert parties that used to come around and perform at the Assembly Rooms were a real treat. Your mother used to accommodate some of the performers so lucky old you could go to the performance every night for nothing if you wanted to.  It cost 3d and I only went once, though you were kind enough to say that we didn’t miss much as it was always the same. I thought they were magical.

Then there were the walks we used to go.  Round the World at dusk with bats flying everywhere and we were terrified they’d get tangled in our hair.  And then there was a lovely pond somewhere near the Gables where the coots were always nesting. You could eat coots eggs but I don’t remember eating one, do you? And then there was harvesting.  Word used to go around “they’re cutting today at Wescotts or Rowes or Eveleigh’s”.  Off we’d go if our mothers would let us.  John was supposed to keep an eye on me but it was a bit tricky for you – your mother was not pleased if you were ever home late but we HAD to wait until there was just a thin line of wheat down the middle and then the poor little rabbits would run for their lives and us chasing them with a stick. Little savages, though it was usually the big boys that killed them and some farmers were more generous than others when it came to sharing them out.

Remember Laddie Bowden at no. 5? He was FIERCE. I never heard that he actually bit anyone but he was a mean looking hound and used to bare his teeth and snarl. We were quite glad we had Doreen to take us to school but one day she was late and we went on unescorted. My, was she cross – Laddie Bowden seemed quite tame in comparison.

I think you had to be seven to join the Brownies. I was an Elf – “Here we come, the jolly Elves, helping others, not ourselves”. Then there was the Brownie motto “we’re the Brownies, here’s our aim, lend a hand and play the game”. 
Haven’t thought of that for years. Do you remember we would almost have hysterics when a new child wanting to join had to dance around the circle chanting “I want to be a Brownie, I want to be a Brownie”. Brown Owl could only stand so much of our giggling and would send us off to control ourselves. We did a lot of giggling. Remember Miss Andrews and the play she produced for the Church Fete at the Gables. We had to hide behind the bushes and emerge after she’d finished singing ever such a swoopy song that we’d been imitating for weeks. The signal was ‘where are you, where are you?’ It was all too much and we collapsed with laughter. Our mothers were mortified. “Disgraceful behaviour and in front of all those people, too” from mine and “Glory be to God, what have we raised?” from yours.

               Recent correspondence between two ex-residents.  To Be Continued.
You can’t build a reputation on what you are going to do.

WILLAND HISTORY GROUP
First of all, a Happy New Year to you all!  A successful exhibition and coffee morning was held on Saturday 22nd October.  Although numbers were down on last year, past and present Willand residents came along to swap memories over a cup of tea.  New contacts were made, facts recorded and some interesting new material was brought along, including photos of Bramber Engineering’s workforce in the 1950s and a number of aerial photos taken of the proposed motorway route in the early 1970s, before building began.  Since then, an article in the Tiverton and Culm Valley Gazette about the Book of Willand has produced an excellent response, with many ex-Willanders in the Mid Devon area coming forth with new material and memories.  We would like to thank all those who have, and continue to help us. 

Meanwhile research for the book continues and any information, photos or old documents on Willand’s history are always welcome.  Some areas that we are scarce on material are as follows:  Royal celebrations in the parish (such as the Queen’s Coronation in 1953 and the Silver Jubilee of 1977), Tiverton Junction (did you work at there or do you have any memories or photos of the station, before it was knocked down?) and Miss Partridge (do you have any information about her and the role she had in the parish?).

Willand Scouts – With recently discovered information we are beginning to build up a picture of Willand’s Scouts.  The Scout hut was located in the corner of the field next to Fir Close (now Southview), but by the Second World War the Scouts had ceased to exist in Willand.  Mr Graham Winterbourne of Uffculme, has provided us with an outline of how the Scouts were resurrected in the 1940s.  When Mr Winterbourne moved from Halberton to Willand in 1946 he was one of 6 boys in the parish who attended Tiverton Boys Grammar School and were members of Tiverton Scouts.  They got together to form the Willand Patrol of Tiverton Scouts and they met in the existing Scout hut, which was then being used as an overspill classroom for Willand School, as well as by the Girl Guides run by Jean Vickery.  As more Willand men were returning from the forces the Willand Patrol was expanded to a full Willand Scout Group, run by scoutmaster, Bill Cudmore, who was a de-mobilised serviceman, with the assistance of Mr Winterbourne.  When Mr Winterbourne went away to university in 1951, Mr Cudmore could not carry on by himself and the Scouts soon finished.  Around the same time a Cub pack was run by Gwen Vile but this only ran for about a year.  A lady called Mrs Appleton arranged for the scout hut to be moved to Uffculme to be used by Scouts there, but Mr Winterbourne is unsure of the exact location it was moved to.  Do you have any memories or photos of the Scouts during this time?  Or do you know anything about the Scouts or other youth groups in Willand, before the war?

Park Street – Further to recent research on Park Street, four rent books dating from 1927 to 1937 have been kindly donated to the Willand Archive by an ex-Willand resident, Mr Middleton.  These belonged to his grandfather, Henry Middleton who was the first person to live at Number 1, Park Street.  These show that he moved into his house in August 1927, clearly revealing that Park Street was in occupation in late 1927, although further phases of building meant that the whole street was not fully inhabited until the following year.  
The rent books are interesting as they reveal a drop in rent over the first three years.  In 1927 the rent stood at 8 shillings (per week), but in February 1929 it dropped to 7 shillings and 3 pence.  A year later, in January 1930, rent dropped to 6 shillings and 9 pence, only to drop another 3 pence a month later, with rent remaining at 6 shillings and 6 pence until at least 1937.  So far, research has not revealed a definite reason for this change in rent, although it may have been a response by the then Tiverton Rural District Council (possibly under national directive) to the economic slump that was being experienced in the country as a whole, and the subsequent effect this had on wage rates during the depression.  In 1929 the average wage for an agricultural worker (agriculture was still an important employer in Mid-Devon) was 31 shillings and 8 pence a week, which was below the national average; paying a rent of 8 shillings would have used up a significant proportion of that income. 

Moreover, the average weekly wage of agricultural workers had only risen to 34 shillings and 7 pence by 1938.  In view of this, it should be remembered that Park Street was built under the terms of the Housing Acts of 1919 and 1924, which provided local authorities with subsidies to build housing of an improved standard and to control rents to an affordable level.  In the case of Park Street, it appears that the early level of rent set at 8 shillings a week was considered too high on account of the economic climate of the time and was subsequently reduced.                                         

                                                                           James Morrison (01884 250057)

Corruption: There is guilt on the part of one who gives but 

even more guilt on the part of the one who receives.

FRIENDS OF COLDHARBOUR MILL MUSEUM, UFFCULME
Hoping you all have a good Christmas and are looking forward to 2006!!  I am not au fait with definite details for events as yet but offer you the following:- 

JANUARY - Terry Milton will be coming again with films re the Mill and Uffculme followed by a quiz.   Anyone interested in this evening please contact Kathleen Sprague on 01884 840359 for details re the actual date as this has not yet been confirmed to me at the time of "going to press"  and it could also be that the venue may be changed .  The time will still be 7.30pm and tickets will be the usual £5. to include refreshments. 

FEBRUARY - again, no details yet regarding an evening for this month, but I am sure the Friends will be organising something so I can only suggest you contact Kathleen nearer the time for necessary information. 

MARCH - we hold our AGM and for 2006 this will be on Wednesday 29th
commencing at 7.30pm. Sorry to be so vague, but I now have little connection with the Mill other than offering to keep the news going for the various local magazines plus the Friends' Newsletters so I am dependent on people contacting me for any input !!  Anyway I am sure the Friends Committee would like to wish you all a very Happy 2006.                                                          Margot Shergold
Forget the health food – I need all the preservatives I can get.

WILLAND ROVERS F.C.

Willand Rovers is one of the unsung heroes of the village and one of the undoubted attractions which now very much deserves of the support of everyone in the area. Following promotions from the Devon County League to the Western League First Division and then to the Premier Division of the Western League, the club now plays at the highest level in its history and provides excellent viewing of professional football in a friendly, non-threatening, safe environment where everyone in the family is welcome. 
The vast majority of the players are from the Mid Devon area, including local Willand lads and a former Non-league Footballer of the Year and three times Wembley finalist in the F.A. Vase, Phil Everett and former Tiverton Town favourite, David Steele. The team has played Exeter City twice this season, attracting the club's record gate for the first friendly match of the season which was against "The Grecians". The ground also hosts Sampford Peverell's junior sides on Sundays and runs it's own very skilled, Under 10's team, which plays Saturday mornings. (Details from coach, Sam Lee, via the clubhouse on 33885). 

At the time of writing the team are still in the F.A. Vase and going well in the actual league, unbeaten to date at home. Your support is vital if the club is to keep Willand on the map. The club's matches are covered in The Tiverton Gazette, The Exeter Express and Echo, The West Country Sunday Independent and the national Non League Newspaper, which means the village name is on show across the region. The club has its own web-site, www.willandrovers.co.uk and a club call line with the latest news on 0901 723 0111. 
It also runs a club lottery in conjunction with Blackpool F.C. which has many daily cash prizes including a weekly top prize of £2000 and a monthly top prize of £5000 with a twice yearly bonus prize of £10,000. It costs only £1 a week to join and can be done by monthly standing order or cash/cheque for entries in advance. (Minimum entry level for cash or cheque is £10). The club gets 50% of all entry fees and entry forms are available from the club house or from Bruce Henderson on 07980306893.

The club's main sponsor is Stan Robinson Distribution with Builders R Us sponsoring the reserve team. However, many other people support the club with advertisements around the pitch and in the match day programme as well as sponsoring individual matches and simply helping the club in other ways. If you can help the club and/or want the club to help grow your business, (e.g. an advertising board, a sponsorship package for one of the matches, distributing leaflets via the club, advertising on our web site, sponsoring an entertainment evening or whatever), please contact Bruce Henderson who will happily talk to you about how we can work together. The club also has a range of branded merchandise in club colours for sale.

The club also has an excellent clubhouse which provides a wide range of drinks at very attractive prices. Membership is very reasonable indeed and the club provides facilities for darts, pool and skittles as well as a constantly changing juke box and fruit machines. There is a programme of entertainment monthly and the clubhouse is available for hire to members. Hot food and drinks plus children’s sweets are also available on match days and other catering for events by prior arrangement. The clubhouse is now professionally run by experienced and friendly bar staff and the new deal the club negotiated with St Austell Brewery means that there are a range of new drinks plus old favourites and all now in tip-top condition. 
To find out more about becoming a member call the club secretary, Richard Woodward, 33435 or just pop into the clubhouse in person one evening and ask at the bar. The clubhouse is open evenings on Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Saturday and Sunday lunchtimes. 

Forthcoming Event: Jan 21st: Pig Racing with Farmer P Trotter's amazing racing pigs (Free admission) Watch out for Karaoke nights in between main events.
FORTHCOMING FIXTURES
January   2nd Bridgwater Town (Away) February  4th  Bristol Manor Farm (Away)        

January   7th Bitton (Away)                    February 11th Devises Town (Away)

January 10th Frome Town (Home)         February 14th Bideford (Away 7.45k.o.)

January 14th  Brislington (Away)            February 18th Hallen (Home)

January 21st  Corsham Town (Home)    February 25th Bishop Sutton (Away)

January 28th  Calne Town (Home)

Your club needs you and you can enjoy a great team and a great social centre - join in by coming to a match, joining the club or attending an event as a temporary member. Use the club to grow your business.      Richard Woodward
Time may be a great healer but it’s a lousy beautician.

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

Thank you to those who have responded to our appeal for funds to start our kitchen refurbishment project, especially the Cullompton Community Composting Committee, Willand United Charities and an anonymous donor. Our Christmas Bingo made a good profit. Thank you very much to Steve and Ray Vile, who sold the books and called back, to Lloyd Maunder for donating some chickens and for those who gave raffle prizes.

We have managed to replace most of the “dead” fluorescent tubes in the main hall, but we now need two new complete fittings, as they no longer work. Putting in new tubes is quite a task, as we have to get out and erect the scaffolding, wheel it very carefully around the Hall, then dismantle it and put it away. This is a very time consuming task, hence we do wait until several tubes go before we replace them as the whole process takes several hours.

By the time you read this, the Hall will be in full Christmas regalia, courtesy of Willand Folk Dance Club. I hope you appreciate their efforts, as the Hall really does look extremely festive.

If you would like to book the Hall, please do so well in advance of an event, as the Hall does get booked up very quickly. For bookings please phone Tony Wills on 34782. If you would like to make a donation to the Hall, please contact Tony or Carol Allan on 33828. We would be very grateful for your support.

On behalf of the Village Hall Committee, may I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year?
             
                           Carol Allan

WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
By the time you read this the school will have finished another busy Autumn term.  Mr Lang, Mr Colgate and Miss Blight have set up clubs for different days after school. These clubs are: TAG Rugby (run by Mr Lang), Football (run by Mr Colgate) and High Five (run by Miss Blight). We have also had a few matches this season. The Tag Rugby team played away against Willowbank School. We had two matches there, an A team and a B team. The A team unfortunately lost 9-12 but our B team won 9-8. They all played extremely well considering it was their first game playing together. There were also very many tries scored. The football team played at home against Culmstock  school and won 8-0.The team played outstandingly well and many great passes were made to achieve the final score. The High Five squad have also played a match at home against Culmstock School and drew 3-3.

We have done a lot of recycling this term and we are getting better by the day. We are always trying to get better at saving water and paper. We also care about the environment by picking up litter outside so animals don’t get caught up.  The Eco Committee recently reported back to the school at an assembly. They showed a staggering improvement in the amount of litter on the KS2 playground and KS1 were encouraged to equal this next term. This will no doubt please Mr Angliss, the school’s new caretaker, and his  team of cleaners who are doing such a great job to keep the school ship shape!

We had a very enjoyable and successful day for Children in Need day when the theme was ‘Be who you want to be!’  A number of superheroes were seen flying around the Key Stage One playground and Harry Potteresque characters on Key Stage Two. The school day then began with a super assembly. The appearance of a mysterious ‘Spook’ 006 added to the occasion and led to a number of events during the day!!  (I’m afraid I’ll have to shoot you if I reveal the identity but sources tell me it was someone close to the top!!). Overall £273 was raised for this worthwhile charity.
The choir were very active over the Christmas period too singing at the Christmas Fair, the village carol service, the Over 60s club and a local home for Senior Citizens. They improve each year and are ably led by Mrs Godfrey.

Many thanks to all those who supported the many events during the term particularly the Christmas Fair and the Christmas play and concert. We hope you all have a Happy  and Healthy New Year.
Year 6 pupils
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

At our October meeting, we saw slides of British Trees and heard about their

 history and some of the folklore associated with them. Our annual Club dinner was held at the Holywell Lake Inn, where we had a very enjoyable meal, followed by a light-hearted game of skittles.

On 19th October, a team from the Club, together with an entourage of ardent supporters, went to Hemyock to contest the annual Pottinger Cup Garden Quiz. The Willand team won by a considerable margin and learnt quite a few new facts, like how many species of cranefly there are and what the common (?) name for 

fuchsias is. (Answers on a postcard please….!)

In November, our scheduled speaker was unable to attend, but we had a very entertaining stand-in who showed slides of a visit to Kenya, with some lovely studies of African wildlife.

Our programme secretaries have put together a varied list of speakers for 2006, so we will be hearing about wild British orchids, hostas, gardening made easier and cacti, as well as having a talk on the Cullompton wildlife care centre. We hope to go on an outing, possibly to Forde Abbey, and will be having our Annual Flower and Vegetable Show in August. Keep an eye open for our Plant Sale on 27th May and coffee mornings on 18th May and 30th September.

After our AGM in December, the Club takes a break, not meeting again until 8th March. If you are interested in joining us, please contact Carol Allan on 33828
To know what is right, and not to do it, is the worst cowardice.

WILLAND: ITS PLANS FOR THE FUTURE.

Hi everyone. We come to then end of another year, where change and new ideas seem to abound, without any redress to us as Joe Public. Can I use this article to pay tribute to the enormous amount of hard work, dedication and sheer sweat and toil which went into producing the Willand Plan. The small but dedicated group who made up the main force, against all of the obstacles, brought about a very important document.  It is not easy to pick out individuals - you get into trouble - but I must mention Sue Turner. Her drive, her passion and her desire to achieve a structured outcome are a tribute to the final report. All achieved, after having suddenly found herself in the driving seat.

I mentioned earlier the significance of the Village Plan. All tiers of local government are required to plan ahead (which may come as a total surprise to many) but it is a fact. It is also a fact that having put in place a plan, the next immediate step is to start a new plan. Does Baldrick spring to mind?  In my term of office, I, along with other colleagues, have been asked what we perceive for the community of Willand in say ten, twenty or even thirty years time. Putting aside I will be long gone by then, it is extremely difficult to envisage what will be the driving force for a very different age group as well as how day-to-day lives will have altered or changed. Given that this new Plan is to be lodged with the District and County Councils (again, it is becoming clear that MDDC will, in the near future, be swallowed up by a larger Council as part of new Government Plans which are being considered but which invariably means implementation rather than consultation). The Plan will form a base from which various bodies will have to consider as well as consult on, around and with, the wide ranging  subject areas as set out. In order to remain ahead of that rolling programme, it is vital that the fantastic work achieved forms the basis on which we build, so that we remain in charge of the village’s destiny.  We need to revise and amend the Plan on a regular basis in order to secure a strong and positive future for the wider community.

In closing can I thank everyone for their help and support over what has been a very busy year. Can I also apologise if I am not always available when you phone - being the Leader of the Council does demand more time. I can also be contacted at Phoenix House on 01884 234316. May I again take this opportunity to wish you all A Merry Christmas as well as a Happy and Peaceful New Year.
                                                                          Eddie Dennis, District Councillor

It’s frustrating when you know all the answers but 
nobody bothers to ask you the questions.

SOME PUZZLES TO KEEP YOU QUIET FOR A BIT!
1. A singles tennis tournament has 23 entrants. How many matches have to be played?

2. Can you pair the groups of letters to make 6 words with a common 

       theme?    ANG  VER  KAL  MON  TLE  OCE  

                            ORA  KEY  BEA   JAC  LOT  TUR

      3.    If a clock takes 2 seconds to strike 2 o’clock, how many will it take to

             strike 3 o’clock?
4.    A teapot and tea strainer cost £21. If the teapot cost £20 more than the

       strainer, what is the cost of the strainer?

5. What come next in this sequence of numbers?  1,  4,  5,  6,  7,  9,  11,  ?

      6.    Which four-letter word links all of these? Step  Loose  Sore  Hold  Lights
A CHANCE TO WIN AND A CHANCE TO CARE
All Hospiscare lottery players are winners – because they know that they are helping to provide support for people with life threatening illness, all across Exeter, mid and east Devon. 

One lucky winner receives £1000 every week and with just over 7000 players, that makes really good odds. Even if you don’t win, you know that your money will have contributed to the £2.7m that Hospiscare needs to raise every year from the community. 

Lottery players receive their own number that is entered into a lottery computer every Friday. The winning numbers are selected at random, and cheques sent to the winners – just watch for an envelope with our knight, Sir Carealot, on the front! 

Our community nurses and hospice will be looking after approximately 700 patients this Christmas. If you would like to play – or why not enter someone as a Christmas present? – just complete and return the form below. 

NEVER TOO LATE TO BE MORE ACTIVE, MORE OFTEN!
Local people in a residential home in Willand have been able to ‘get more active’ with the help of an exciting new initiative called the 5x30 Project. Staff at Somerville House have been trained in the ‘chair based activity’ techniques to enable residents to improve their mobility and health. Ruth Tucker, the 5X30 Cullompton Community Activator, was approached by Sarah Kingdon, manager of Somerville House, asking for assistance in setting up physical activity sessions for her residents. Ruth was able to initiate the sessions, which started at the end of October. The sessions last for approximately 30 minutes and are particularly designed to increase mobility and balance, therefore decreasing the risk of falls in the elderly.

16 participants took part, and it is planned that the sessions will initially be run on a weekly basis, gradually increasing to 2 or 3 sessions per week, being led by a member of staff.  The 5X30 Project is not restricted by age, mobility or time.  If you have a good idea for a physical activity that you would like to have in your area e.g. yoga, basketball, dancing then the 5X30 Project can help you.  5x30 is a local project designed to increase awareness, and opportunities in the community for increased physical activity and to encourage everyone to be ‘more active, more often’. Anyone interested in further information, please contact  Ruth Tucker on 07967 179664 / 01884 234390.
AND FINALLY

Another year nearly gone, another front cover from Giles Read’s artistry and I’ve four suitable one-liners left in my collection (and a considerable number that aren’t!). Many people have spent much time and effort in producing articles of interest for this magazine, for which I am extremely grateful. A lot more do likewise to make sure the various village organisations’ events are planned and completed as successfully as possible. Without such enthusiasm and commitment, our village would be no more than a small urban community. Can I offer my sincere thanks to all those people who do the work behind the scenes, on a regular and sometimes frustrating basis, for no reward other than to see a job well done, usually for the benefit of people other than themselves.  To you, especially, may I wish you the Seasons Greetings and hope that you will continue your activities with renewed enthusiasm in 2006 and beyond.                                                   Ed.

WILLAND DIARY
January
Tuesday        3rd
        Willand Rovers Bingo                                W.V.H.    7.30pm

Thursday      5th         CAMEO                                                       W.V.H.   7.15pm
Tuesday      10th
        British Legion Bingo                                   W.V.H.   7.30pm

Friday         13th        Tiverton Radio Controlled Car Club (TRCCC)WVH 6.30pm

Tuesday      24th
       Willand Village Hall Whist Drive                               7.45pm

Friday         27th
       T.R.C.C.C.                                                   W.V.H.    6.30pm
Monday      30th        Willand Allotment Association   A.G.M.     W.V.H.   7.30pm       
February

Thursday      5th         CAMEO                                                        W.V.H.  7.15pm
Monday       6th
       Culm District Flower Club                           W.V.H.   2.15pm

Tuesday       7th
       Willand Rovers Bingo                                  W.V.H.   7.30pm

Friday        10th        CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE MARCH MAGAZINE
Tuesday     14th
       British Legion Bingo                                    W.V.H.   7.30pm

Friday        17th
       Cowgirl Twisters                                          W.V.H.

Tuesday     21st         Willand Rovers Bingo                                  W.V.H.   7.30pm

Friday        24th
       T.R.C.C.C.                                                    W.V.H.   6.30pm

Tuesday     28th 
       Willand Village Hall Whist Drive                               7.45pm
March
Friday         3rd
       Blood Donors        Willand Village Hall
PUZZLE ANSWERS  1. 22 – every player, except the winner,  has to lose one match. 2. Angora, Beaver, Jackal, Monkey, Turtle, Ocelot (all animals). 3. 4 seconds – 2 between 1 & 2 and 2 between 2 & 3. 4.  50p.  5.  100 – none of these numbers contains the letter ‘T’. 6.  Foot.
Magazine Insert

WILLAND YOUTH CLUB NEEDS YOU!!
Many thanks to everyone who came to our Halloween Disco. It is very hard work to organise and we really appreciate all those who stayed behind and helped us clear up afterwards. We have decide though, that we would like to give it a rest next year, so if any other group wants to organise one instead, you won't be stepping on anyone’s toes.

 

We were very sorry that Von, our youth worker for as long as I can remember, has left us and we all wish her the very best for the future - she will be sorely missed by us all. As a result of not having a youth leader at present, we have been unable to open on Monday evenings. We are hoping to get a new youth worker in the new year, so please keep an eye on the notice board in the youth club window - we will announce it there as soon as we can organise it.  In the mean time, any young people over the age of 12 have been invited to join Sampford Peverell Youth group on a Wednesday evening in their Village Hall. Details of this are in the youth club window.

 

We have been very encouraged that in the village survey there were over 20 people who said they would volunteer to help with the young people. If you would be keen to get involved, we really could use your help right now with supporting the new youth leader on a Monday evening between 7.00 p.m. and 9.00 p.m., by helping to run the coffee bar is one suggestion. It would be really great if we had a rota, so that the work load was shared. Please, if you are interested, give me a call on 821630 or Pam Glass on 38413.
Many Thanks,           Frances Wilcox
